S O N O MA C O U N T Y

2013 M ERLOT

Our Sonoma County wines showcase the vibrant fruit and balanced complexities for which
this beautiful region is famous.

TASTING NOTES

Fruity aromas of ripe plum and dried cherry combine with spicy notes of
cinnamon, licorice and vanilla to give this Merlot a complex character. Wellbalanced tannins and velvety mouthfeel lead to a long finish.
WINE MAKING

Kenwood Vineyards creates its award-winning Sonoma County Merlot from
vineyards located in Sonoma County’s best grape-growing appellations. Our
Estate Vineyard located in the heart of the Sonoma Valley provides good color
and excellent texture. The blend is balanced with the rich fruit and spicy flavors
from grapes sourced in the Alexander and Dry Creek Valleys.
The second year of the California drought, 2013 provided us with intensely
flavored fruit that had excellent extraction. Although the weather was very dry we
enjoyed a mild summer that allowed the fruit to fully mature on the vine. Our
Merlot vineyards were harvested in late September and early October as they
achieved the peak of flavor.
Each vineyard lot was picked, fermented, and aged separately in a combination of
French and American oak barrels for 21 months. After aging was complete, the
wines were blended for taste and balance, and prior to bottling a small amount of
Cabernet Sauvignon was added to the blend to increase the wine’s complexity.
FOOD PAIRINGS

This versatile, well-crafted wine will pair well with grilled mushrooms and Beef
Bourguignon.
AGING

VARIE TAL COM POSITIO N

ALCOHOL

93% Merlot
7% Cabernet Sauvignon

PH

3.53

21 months in French and
American oak barrels

TA

6.0

PRODUCTION

APPELLATIO N

13.5%

26,865 Cases

Sonoma County

BOTTLED

Enjoy Responsibly

July 2015
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